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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

On 13 March 2025, the Examining Authority’s second Written Questions [PD-014] and requests 
for information were released. The Examining Authority’s Written Questions are set out using an 
issue-based framework and outlined who the question was directed to (i.e. the Applicant or an 
Interested Party). Cory Environmental Holdings Limited (‘CEHL’) (the ‘Applicant’) has taken the 
opportunity to review each of the questions received from the Examining Authority. This 
document provides the Applicant’s responses and has been submitted for Examination Deadline 
5. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT  

1.1.1. The Examining Authority published the Examining Authority’s Second Written Questions 
(PD-014) and requests for information on 11 March 2025 in accordance with the 
Examination timetable provided in the Rule 8 letter (PD-006). The Examining Authority’s 
Written Questions are set out using an issue-based framework and outlines which party 
each question is directed to (i.e. the Applicant or an Interested Party).  

1.1.2. This document provides the Applicant’s responses to these questions. 

1.2. STRUCTURE OF THE DOCUMENT 

1.2.1. The Applicant has structured this document to follow the issue-based approach used by 
the Examining Authority. The Applicant has separated each issue category (i.e. Air 
Quality, Alternatives, Climate Change) into separate tables for ease of referencing. Each 
table row contains a unique reference number as provided in the Examining Authority’s 
Written Questions (PD-014); grey rows indicate questions not directed to the Applicant. 
The Examining Authority raised 50 questions in total, with 40 directed towards the 
Applicant.  

1.2.2. The Applicant has provided a response to all of the Examining Authority’s Written 
Questions directed to the Applicant. In addition to this, the Applicant has provided a 
response to some questions that were directed to Interested Parties where the Applicant 
considers additional information would be useful for the Examining Authority.  

1.2.3. Further to this, a number of appendices have been prepared to provide more detailed 
information to respond to the Examining Authority’s Written Questions where required 
and they are included at the end of this document. The appendices are:  

 Appendix A: Letter of No Impediment 
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NSIP LONI (11/2020) 

 

 

Dear , 

DRAFT MITIGATION LICENCE APPLICATION STATUS: SUBSEQUENT DRAFT APPLICATION  
LEGISLATION: THE WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 (as amended)  
NSIP:  Cory Decarbonisation Project 
SPECIES: Water Vole Arvicola terrestris 
         

 
Thank you for your subsequent draft water vole mitigation licence application in association with 
the above NSIP site, received in this office on the Friday 17th January 2025. As stated in our 
published guidance, once Natural England is content that the draft licence application is of the 
required standard, we will issue a ‘letter of no impediment’. This is designed to provide the 
Planning Inspectorate and the Secretary of State with confidence that the competent licensing 
authority sees no impediment to issuing a licence in future, based on information assessed to date 
in respect of these proposals.  
 
Assessment 
 
Following our assessment of the resubmitted draft application documents, I can now confirm that, 
on the basis of the information and proposals provided, Natural England sees no impediment to a 
licence being issued, should the DCO be granted.  
 
However, please note the following issues have been identified within the current draft of the 
reasoned statement and method statement that will need to be addressed before the licence 
application is formally submitted. Please do ensure that the Method Statement is revised to 
include these changes prior to formal submission. For clarity these include: 
 
Applicant/Ecologist Experience 
 
As agreed with Natural England during the meeting held 21st November 2024 – a named person will 
be supplied as ‘applicant’, and a suitably experienced ‘named ecologist’ will be appointed at time 
of formal licence submission.  
The ecologist should be experienced in the licensable methods proposed and / or have held a 
similar licence within 3 years of the formal licence submission.  
 

Site information and Survey 
 
The surveys conducted to date are considered satisfactory to inform impacts.  

Date: 25 February 2025 
Our ref: DAS 457982 
(NATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROJECT) 
  

 

  

Sent by e-mail only 
 
 

 

  

Wildlife licensing 
Natural England 
Horizon House  
Deanery Road 
Bristol 
BS1 5AH  
Email: 
wildlife@naturalengland.
org.uk  
Tel: 020 8026 1089  
 

 



Natural England will expect additional surveys to be conducted prior to formal licence submission. 
Please ensure surveys are conducted following current best practice guidance as per ‘The Water 
Vole Mitigation Handbook’ (Dean, Strachan, Gow, & Andrews, 2016) 
 
Impact Assessment (Before mitigation or compensation) 
 
The impact assessment in the absence of mitigation is considered satisfactory. In the formal 
licence submission, it would be helpful if the ‘Loss of water vole habitat (long-term impact)’ is 
broken down into permanent and temporary impacts.  
 
X Metres / m² Permanently destroyed 
 
X Metres / m² Temporarily lost 
 
Mitigation Strategy 
 
NE appreciates that you have taken our comments on board from the previous submission. NE find 
the new proposed mitigation strategy satisfactory.  
 
Trapping  
 
Please include reference to biosecurity within the formal licence submission e.g. reference to 
cleaning cages and other equipment.  
 
Release sites  
 
OW11- If OW11 is to be used as alternate release site then NE would expect that water vole 
exclusion fencing to be installed around receptor site ditch prior to and during its enhancement / 
creation to prevent colonisation by the existing water vole population on Site. If the receptor site is 
colonised ahead of the trapping exercise an alternative location will required. 
 
As previously advised, there are several methods available to help speed up the growing of 
vegetation in preparation of releasing water voles.  
 
Compensation   
 
The level of compensation proposed is sufficient for the predicted impacts. 
 
Monitoring & Management 
 
The monitoring and management proposed is sufficient.  
 
Timetable  
 
The timetable is clear and satisfactory. 
NB. Any delay in the creation of the receptor site or enhancement of OW11 could lead to delays in 
issuing the formal licence as the licence will only be issued once the new habitat is ready to receive 
the translocated voles.  
 
IROPI and NSA Test: 
 
Having considered the statements and evidence provided in the draft Reasoned Statement at this 
time, it is reasonable to conclude that the IROPI /NSA test could be met. 



This satisfied decision is in principle and will only be considered ‘met’ subject to the Development 
Consent Order being granted and provided as evidence when a formal licence application is 
submitted and where there is no material change to the information assessed to date.  
 
General advice  
 
NE will expect the formal licence submission to be on the correct method statement template.  
 
The following figures will become part of any water vole licence issued. You must attach these as 
separate maps or figures and include a date, relevant site name and scale. The figure titles for 
these are: 
 
· Locations and habitats where all capture and exclusion activities will be undertaken 
 
· Specifications for mitigation and compensation 
 
Information about what you must include on these figures is provided in the method statement 
document.  
 
Next Steps 
 
Should the DCO be granted then the mitigation licence application must be formally submitted to 
Natural England. At this stage any modifications to the timings of the proposed works, e.g. due to 
ecological requirements of the species concerned, must be made and agreed with Natural England 
before a licence is granted.  
If other minor changes to the application are subsequently necessary, e.g. amendments to the 
work schedule/s then these should be outlined in a covering letter and must be reflected in the 
formal submission of the licence application. These changes must be agreed by Natural England 
before a licence can be granted.  If changes are made to proposals or timings which do not enable 
us to meet reach a ‘satisfied’ decision, we will issue correspondence outlining why the proposals 
are not acceptable and what further information is required. These issues will need to be 
addressed before any licence can be granted.  
 
Full details of Natural England’s licensing process with regards to NSIP’s can be found at the 
following link:  
 
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140605090108/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/Im
ages/wml-g36_tcm6-28566.pdf  
 
As stated in the above guidance note, I should also be grateful if an open dialogue can be 
maintained with yourselves regarding the progression of the DCO application so that, should the 
Order be granted, we will be in a position to assess the final submission of the application in a 
timely fashion and avoid any unnecessary delay in issuing the licence. 
 
I hope the above has been helpful. However, should you have any queries then please do not 
hesitate to contact me.  
 
Yours sincerely 

  
Senior Wildlife Officer  
Wildlife Licensing – Chargeable Advice and Strategic Casework 
Mob:  Tel:  
E-mail: @naturalengland.org.uk  
 



 

Customer Feedback – Wildlife Licensing 

To help us improve our service please complete the following questionnaire and 

return to:  

Wildlife Licensing Natural England, Horizon House, Deanery Road, Bristol, BS1 5AH.  

or email to wildlife@naturalengland.org.uk  

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/wildlife-licences 

 

 

Natural England Reference Number (optional):   

      

Please tick to 

indicate your role: 

Consultant   

Developer (Applicant/Licensee)  

 

 

1. How easy was it to get in contact with the Wildlife Management & Licensing team of Natural England? 

Difficult (1) OK (2) Easy (3) Very Easy (4) 

    

If 1 please specify who you initially contacted in relation to your issue/enquiry? 

      

2. Please tell us how aware you were (BEFORE you contacted us) of wildlife legislation and what it does/does 

not permit in relation to your enquiry?   

Unaware (1) Very Limited Awareness (2) Partially Aware (3) Fully Aware (4) 

    
 

3. How would you rate the service provided by Natural England? 

 Poor Fair Good Excellent Not 

applicable  1 2 3 4 

Ease of completion of application      

Advice provided by telephone (if applicable)      

Our web site (if applicable)      

Clarity and usefulness of published guidance      

Helpfulness and politeness of staff       

Advice and clarity of explanations provided during Method 

Statement assessment 
     

Advice and clarity of explanations provided during Reasoned 

Statement assessment  
     

Speed of process       

Overall service      

If 1 or 2 to any of the above please specify why: 

      

4. Was your issue/enquiry resolved by the activity authorised under licence or advice provided by us? 

Fully Partially Unresolved 

   

If not fully resolved please state what you think could have been done instead (note legislation affects which actions can 

be licensed): 

      

5. Was there a public reaction to any action taken under the licence or as a result of our advice? 

Positive support No reaction Negative reaction 

   

6. Would you use a fully online licensing service if it could be made available in the future? 

Definitely Possibly Unlikely No  

    

7. Do you have any further comments to make or suggestions for improving our service, if yes please specify 

(continue comments on an additional sheet if necessary). If you are happy to be contacted at a later date to 

explore possible improvement options, please tick this box  and ensure your Natural England reference 

number is at the top of this page. 






